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Category Manager- North Northamptonshire Council



EDUCATION, KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS

· Degree and/or working toward/holding MCIPS.
· Extensive specialist knowledge of procurement, including ICT, corporate and commercial categories.
· Public Sector Experience

Knowledge and Skills
	Area
	

	
	(Description)

	Commercial Acumen
	Strong commercial awareness of ICT, corporate and commercial markets, cost drivers, risk factors and commercial strategy.

	Category Management techniques
	Proven experience leading ICT and corporate category strategies, applying end‑to‑end category management in a complex Organisation.

	Procurement Legislation
	Expert knowledge of Procurement Legislation, subsidy control, data protection implications and contract law.


	Supplier Relationship Management
	Experience managing ICT and corporate suppliers, supply‑chain risk, performance and development

	Procurement Systems and Processes
	Advanced understanding of e-tendering systems, procurement analytics and digital procurement tools.

	Leadership
	Ability to lead, influence and support multi‑disciplinary teams promotes collaboration and continuous improvement.

	Commercial Innovation
	Ability to identify commercial opportunities, assess risks and deliver innovative commercial outcomes

	Negotiation 
	Strong negotiation ability ensuring optimal commercial outcomes while maintaining supplier relationships.

	Influencing and communication
	Able to communicate complex issues clearly and influence senior stakeholders across ICT and corporate areas.

	Problem solving
	Ability to resolve conflicting priorities, ensuring continuity of supply and value for money.

	Stakeholder Management
	Builds strong relationships across ICT, corporate and commercial functions and external partners.

	Project Management
	Plans and deliver procurement projects with clear milestones, governance and deadlines.

	Analysis
	Strong analytical skills using data, spend analysis and market intelligence to inform decisions.

	Policies 
	Able to create, update and maintain procurement policies, templates and guidance, ensuring compliance.

	Political Awareness
	Understands political context and its impact on procurement and organisational priorities.
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